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AMEhTDMENTS 



Kindly amend claims 1, 3, 37, 38, 40 and 41 as 
follows: 

1 . (Amended) Apparatus for receiving and securing 
an end segment of a line comprising: 



a body 



including a receptacle having inwardly 



directed ext-ensions , an open first end leading to the 
receptacle and an opposing second end ; 



the receptacle capable of receiving therein and 
the extensions impinging thereagainst the end segment; 
and 

{a coupler attached to the body that is capable 
of engaging and supporting a lure, the coupler 
comprising] *a pair of resilient hooks attached to the 
second end of the body and disposed in an overlapping 
state forming a continuous loop in which a lure is 
engagable to the coupler by forcing the hooks apart 
and threading one of the hooks into and through a hook 

i 

eye of the lure. 

3. (Amendejd) Apparatus of claim 1, wherein the 
extensions are directed away from [an] the open first end 

of the body leading to the receptacle. 

! 

j 

37. (Amendejd) Apparatus of claim 3, wherein the pair 
of resilient hooks extend away from [an] the second end of 
the body opposingj the open first end of the body. 
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38. (Amendek) Apparatus for receiving and securing 
an end segm nt of; a line comprising: 

a body including a receptacle having inwardly 
directed extensions ^ an open first end leading to the 
receptacle and an opposing second end ; 

the receptacle capable of receiving therein and 
the extensions impinging thereagainst the end segment; 
and 

[a coupler attached to the body that is capable 
of engaging and supporting a lure, the coupler 
comprising] a pair of opposing plates attached to the 
second end of the body and biased together and prongs 
carried by and between the plates capable of securing 
a hook eye of a lure. 

40. (Amended) Apparatus of claim 38, wherein the 
extensions are directed away from [an] the open first end 
of the body leadirig to the receptacle. 

41. (Amended) i^paratus of claim 40, wherein the 
pair of opposing p'lates extend away from [an] the second 
end of the body opposing the open first end of the body. 

I 



3 





89/17/2002 11:45 6022527198 PARSONS & QXTRY PAG 

Serial Nuinberi 09/546502 
Art Unit! 3643 

Cloan c PY of aittandod claima I, 3, 37. 38, 40 and 41: 


: 07 




1. Apparatus for receiving and securing an end 
segment of a line comprising: 

a body ! including a receptacle having inwardly 
directed extensions/ an open first end leading to the 
receptacle and an opposing second end; 

'"^ysj the receptacle capable of receiving therein and 

the extensions impinging thereagainst the end segment; 
and 

a pair jof resilient hooks attached to the second 
end of the body and disposed in an overlapping state 
forming a continuous loop in which a lure is engagable 
to the coupler by forcing the hooks apart and 
threading one of the hooks into and through a hook eye 
or tne lure . i 












1 

^ ^- Apparatus of claim 1, wherein the extensions are 
M directed away from the open first end of the body leading 

to the receptacle.' 

~ " — " — . 






37. i^paratus of claim 3, wherein the pair of 
^.^n resilient hooks extend away from the second end of the body 
/ J J opposing the open jfirst end of the body. 

; 4 ' 
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38 . Apparatus for receiving and securing an end 

t 

segment of a line con^>rising: 

i 

a body including a receptacle having inwardly 

i 

directed extensions, an open first end leading to the 
receptacle and an opposing second end; 

TV^ f\ the receptacle capable of receiving therein and 
]/ /jljL' the extensions impinging thereagainst the end segment; 
(j" and 

i 

i 

a pair of opposing plates attached to the second 
end of the body and biased together and prongs carried 
by and between the plates capable of securing a hook 
eye of a lure. 
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40. Apparatus of claim 38, wherein the extensions are 
directed away from the open first end of the body leading 

I to the receptacle! 

w 1 

41. Apparatus of claim 40, wherein the pair of 
opposing plates extend away from the second end of the body 
opposing the open! first end of the body. 

i 
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